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Now on the road, says Dick to Nell,
“*If things are managea fairly, \
Infuture we’ll do passing well,
Ods, bobs, we'll guttle rarely.
We ne’er have quarrelled duy or night,
So faita I'm much mistaken
If e’er a pair have had more right
To tlai the Flitch of Bacoun."”
“ My dear,” says Nell, ‘“ to sell the flitch,
Do let me now persuade ye,
\ ’T will serve to make you mainly rich
! Aund me so fine & lady. . -
;.o say no more, but let the prize
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or sure ’twill make us monstrons wise
¢ Tosell the Flitch of Bacoa.”’
Now both persisting plain and flat
In their respective cases,
They fought at last like dog and cat,
And scratched each other’s faces.
‘Thus, those who try to gut their tish
Barore 'tis fairly taken,
Like Dick and Nell, oft spoil the dish
Who lost the Flitch of Bacon.

‘The csremony of a flitch of bacon being given annually
at Little Dunmow, in Essex, to the couple who could
swear they had not once repented of their marriage nor
quarrelled during the year1s, of course, well known. It
has formed the subject of a novel by Ainsworth, and in
1779 an opera, eatitled ‘‘ The Flitch of Bacon,”” was com-
posed by William Shieid. The first recorded instance of
the flitch being claimed was in tha days of Henry VI. A
similar custom was observed at Winchenor, in Stafford-
shire, where corn as well as bacon was given to the happy
couple.

The above song was a great favourits at one time, and
records the laughable circumstance of the pairof claimants
quarrelling as to the disposal of the flitch. The present
copy is taken from a maouscript collection of songs
written down in 1797, and it is there attributed to Captain
Morris, who was doubtlessly really the author, although
in song-books of a later date it is either put anonymously
or fathered on some other writer. Tke MS. copy is
earlier in dats than any other ths writer has seen, and the
song 1s thers directad to bs sang to the tune *‘The Gurl

I left behind me,” to which it is accordingly heze set as
being the most likely for the ariginal song to have been

writtan to. There is, howsver, another air, composed by

James Hook (ths grandfather of our old Vicar), t> which

the song is set—see the ** Linnet,” circs 1830—bat this is || ~
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