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heaven-inspired poet who compostd this giorious
fragment.”’ - |

Burns in later yeara sent tha; soog to Johnson,
ackoowledging the authorship of ,iwo out of the five
verses. It was published with the old tune in the fifth
volume of the ‘* Museum,"” 1797; the first air printed in
this article, and the one to whiok Burns wrote the words.

In 1793 he sent the words to Geo. Thomson for his col«
lection, again giving 1t forth as ‘*h song of the olden
time which had never Leen in 'print nor manuscript,
until he took it down from the lips of an old man.”
What amount of truth is in thie statement will cer-
taioly never now be ascertained. The old air Burns justly
condemned as mediocre ; therefors, on the publication of
the song in the collection, 1799, T] 01 gat it to the air
to which it has ever afterwards been suog. Whether
Burns wrote the entire song or mot, it was evidently a
favoarite of his; but he did not hys to ses it in print,
por to get any idea of the vast popularity 1t would
acquire.  This popularity came ' stowly, and it is enly
" ‘thin the last fifty or sixty yedis’ that it attained the

+ nati character it now heagy' . -
national r se: .




